FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AMERICAN ACADEMY IN ROME SELECTS
KATHLEEN HEINS AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR
DEVELOPMENT
NEW YORK, AUGUST 2, 2018 — The American Academy in Rome is pleased to announce
its selection for a new vice president for development, Kathleen Heins, who will start on
August 13, 2018. Heins joins the Academy after serving as director of philanthropy for the
American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS), where she established a Department of
Philanthropy to focus on individual giving and family foundations and launched a
comprehensive $125 million campaign.
Kathleen Heins brings with her deep experience as a development professional in multiple
academic and cultural settings. She has a demonstrated record of success with the strategic
planning of development activities, including annual fundraising programs and capital
campaigns, as well as working with grant-making institutions. The American Academy in
Rome was impressed with Heins’s record of closing major gifts and building philanthropic
support for the arts and humanities. Her previous experience confirms her abilities in external
work with donors and boards and within the office, cultivating staff and implementing
organizational systems.
Prior to ACLS, Heins was director of individual giving at the Rainforest Alliance, where she
was charged with significantly expanding their major gifts program. She also served for nine
years as director of development at New York University (NYU), where she created and
executed strategies to raise more than $27 million in unrestricted, endowment, and planned
gifts for the Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development, and for the
Institute of Fine Arts. Earlier development positions include those at the Orpheus Chamber
Orchestra and the Theatre for a New Audience.
Heins began her career in philanthropy at the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation after
completing coursework for a PhD in Italian Renaissance art history at the Institute of Fine
Arts. She earned her MA in the history of art from Washington University in St. Louis, and her
BA in history from Dartmouth College.
America Academy in Rome / The Rome Prize
Founded in 1894, the American Academy in Rome is the leading international center for
independent study and advanced research in the arts and humanities. A not-for-profit,
privately funded institution, AAR annually offers the Rome Prize Fellowship and Italian
Fellowships to a select group of artists and scholars, after an application process that begins
each fall. The winners, selected by independent juries through a national competition
process, are invited to Rome the following year to pursue their work in an atmosphere
conducive to intellectual and artistic experimentation and interdisciplinary exchange.

1

Fellowships are offered in the following categories: literature, music composition, visual arts,
architecture, design, landscape architecture, and historic preservation and conservation, as
well as ancient studies, medieval studies, Renaissance and early modern studies, and
modern Italian studies. To date, AAR has fueled critical thinking, research, and work for over
1,700 artists and scholars who are leaders in their fields and whose rich and significant
output continues to fill museums, concert halls, libraries, and universities across the United
States and around the world. In addition to the Rome Prize winners and Italian Fellows, AAR
invites a select group of Residents, Affiliated Fellows, and Visiting Artists and Scholars to
work within this exceptional community in Rome.
To learn more about the Rome Prize, the Italian Fellowships, and other programs at the
American Academy in Rome, please visit aarome.org.
For more information, please contact:
Marques McClary
Director of Communications
American Academy in Rome
+1 212-751-7200, ext. 342
m.mcclary@aarome.org
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